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CLAIM LISTING 


This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1 through 21 (Canceled). 

22. (Previously presented) A barrel for use with a tampon applicator assembly 
comprising: 

a tapered main section disposed between an insertion tip and a finger grip, said 
tapered main section having a main section taper ratio of about 1.07 to about 1.15; 
said insertion tip having a plurality of petals; and 

said finger grip having a first region, a gripping region, and a second region, 
wherein said first region intersects with said tapered main section at a first plane 
having a first outer dimension, said gripping region intersects with said first region and 
has a second outer dimension, said second region intersects with said gripping region 
and has a third outer dimension, said first outer dimension being larger than said 
second outer dimension and said third outer dimension being larger than said second 
outer dimension, and 

wherein said first outer dimension defines a maximum outer dimension of said 

barrel. 

23. (Original) The assembly as in claim 22, wherein said maximum outer 
dimension is located closer to said finger grip than to said insertion tip. 

24. (Original) The assembly as in claim 22, wherein said third outer dimension is 
equal to said first outer dimension. 

Claim 25 (Canceled). 
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26. (Original) The assembly as in claim 22, wherein said insertion tip has a taper 
ratio of more than about 0.66. 

27. (Original) The assembly as in claim 22, wherein said plurality of petals have 
a petal length-to-width ratio of about 2 to about 3. 

28. (Currently amended) A barrel for use with a tampon applicator assembly 
comprising: , 

a tapered main section disposod b e tw ee n adiacent an Insertion tip and a finger 
grip adiacent said tapered main section and opposite said insertion tip . 

wherein said finger grip has a first region and a aripping region. 

wherein said first region intersects with said tapered main section at a first plane 
having a maximum outer dimension, said gripping region intersects with said first region 
and has a second outer dimension, said maximum outer dimension being larger than 
said second outer dimension, and 

wherein said tapered main section has a taper that decreases from said tap e red 
main s e ction having a maximum outer dimension l ocat e d c l os e r to sa i d fingor gr i p than 
to said insertion tip. 

29. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said maximum 
outer dimension is located from said insertion tip about 55% to 85% of an overall length 
of said barrel. 

30. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said maximum 
outer dimension is located from said insertion tip about 60% to 75% of an overall length 
of said barrel. 

31. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said tapered 
main section has a main section taper ratio of about 1 .07 to about 1.15. 
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32. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said tapered 
main section has a main section taper ratio of about 1.08 to about 1.13. 

33. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said insertion 
tip further comprises a plurality of petals. 

34. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said insertion 
tip has a taper ratio of between about 0.66 and about 1 .6. 

35. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 34, wherein said taper ratio 
is between about 0.7 and 0.9. 

36. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 33, wherein said plurality of 
petals have a petal length-to-width ratio of about 0.8 to about 3. 

37. (Previously presented) The assembly as in claim 36, wherein said petal 
length-to-width ratio is over about 2. 

38. (Currently amended) The assembly as in claim 28, wherein said fing e r gr i p 
has a gripping r e gion dispos e d b e tw ee n a first reg i on and a s e cond r e g i on, and said^ 
maximum first and s e cond reg i ons e ach hav i ng an outer dimension that is about 10% to 
about 30% larger than an said second outer dimension of said gripping r e gion . 
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